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3. ^ The drawings filed on 19 March 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 . Claims 1-21 are allowed. 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 2, line 7 through page 4, line 20, filed 
6/24/04, with respect to claims 1-21 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejection of claims 1-21 has been withdrawn. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
prior art of the record fail to teach or suggest singly and/or in combination an 
image signal encoding device comprising at least encoding means of dividing a 
luminescence signal and color-difference signals of image signals into macro 
blocks having a plurality of sub macro blocks and encoding data of the macro 
blocks with use of any one of a plurality of compression modes of which 
compression rate is different from each other, wherein the total numbers of sub 
macro blocks in each macro block are the same for the use of all kinds of 
compression modes as prescribed for in the claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



